
Blossomland Learning Center 

Dear Parent/Guardian/Caregiver, 
 
“Pardon Our Dust” as we start remodeling Blossomland.  In this first of several 
projects, Miller-Davis Company will be overseeing the upcoming work as the 
Construction Manager with GMB Architecture + Engineering serving as the de-
sign team.  Project 1 is multi-phased, starting May 2018 with an expected com-
pletion of April 2019, with a main focus on replacing and upgrading the build-
ing’s mechanical, electrical and plumbing infrastructure.   These are a few of 
the major work items in Project 1: 
 

 New Exhaust Fans, Roof-Top-Units, and Vertical Unit Ventilators to im-
prove indoor air quality and temperature control. 
 

 New energy saving, dimmable LED lighting.  Electrical work also includes a 
new generator and transformers, as well as infrastructure for future pro-
jects. 

 Updating B-Pod Girls and Boys Bathrooms with new fixtures and floor/wall tile. 
 

 Replacement of skylights and added power shades. 
 

 Replacement of ceilings throughout pool, gymnasium, corridors and classrooms. 

Phase 1 of the project is starting to take place in the pool, locker rooms and gymnasium area.  The Gym will still be available for the 
upcoming graduation ceremony on June 6th.  Construction Crews will be working through the summer in these areas as well as in D
-Pod Classrooms, Phase 2.  Students and staff in D-Pod will be relocated to other areas of Blossomland while construction activity is 
taking place.  Work on A-Pod is anticipated to begin late August 2018 through November 2018.  Construction will than move into B
-Pod, which has been split into 2 parts to accommodate the needs of students/staff.  B-Pod is anticipated to begin late November 
2018 with an expected completion in March of 2019.  The last areas to be completed will be rooms in the Central Offices, one 
Classroom in A Pod, and the Main Corridors. 

The team of Miller-Davis, GMB and Trade Subcontractors are committed to providing a safe environment with minimal disruption 
during construction.  Please continue to check the Berrien RESA website for monthly construction updates. 
 
We are excited to be celebrating the graduation of 15 students on June 6, 2018 @ 
1:00 p.m.  The assembly consists of presentations of Certificates of Attendance, 
watching a brief video montage on each student, and celebrating their accomplish-
ments.    
 
As we approach the end of another great school year, we want to send out a big 
THANK YOU to all of our parents.  We are truly excited to have your student as 
part of our BLC family and enjoy the growth they make each year.  Should you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact Craig Kuhn or myself at (269) 473-
2600 - #1 BLC.   

Sincerely, 
Tina Lawson, Principal 
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Upcoming Events 

May 23  Track & Field Day,  
  A&D Pods 
May 25  Track & Field Day, B Pod 
May 28  Memorial Day 
  No School 
June 6  Graduation Day 
June 13  Last Day of School 
  1/2 Day, 11 a.m. dismissal 
  End of Marking Period 

Berrien RESA 

Today’s Purpose, Tomorrow’s Promise 



A-Pod: Rachel  

Rachel is our STAR student in the A-Pod because 

she has safe hands when walking in the hallway, 

she follows directions and has a great attitude 

when doing her work. Great job, Rachel!! 

Offsite: Laura 

STAR student Laura has a positive attitude & is flexible  

in doing jobs. She travels safely in the community & 

works as a team member at the Therapeutic Equestrian 

Center, Walgreens, Pine Ridge & Mendel Center. She 

has been working on initiating tasks & is being more 

verbal. We are proud of Laura!! 

B-Pod: Mike 

Mike has matured so much this year. He has mas-
tered many job skills, is a willing learner, and has 

an amazing attitude when asked to help in the 
classroom, around the school & on the job site. He 

is respectful to peers & staff. He is a wonderful 
asset to our school.  Great job, Mike! 

D-Pod: Lainey 

Lainey has been working really hard toward her 
goals and has had a great attitude. She’s been 
following directions and has been respectful to 
her friends and teachers. We are very proud of 

Lainey and her STAR behavior!! 



BLC Featured Classroom of the Month – A4 
The A4 classroom has students, ages 11 through 14, who have Moderate Cognitive Im-

pairments. The curriculum in A4 is quite varied.  It includes pre-academic skills such as 

writing names, alphabet, and numbers, mathematics using  the TouchMath curriculum, 

and reading using the Edmark Reading Program . Other learning experiences include 

building social skills, participating in pre-vocational skills like laundry, dishes, and clean-

ing.  The classroom also practices self-help skills, personal hygiene, and dressing. In addi-

tion, A4 students participate in swimming, music, gym, computer lab, iPads, library, and 

cooking.  A4 participates with the PALS program each week providing their students aca-

demic and social interaction with non-disabled peers from Mars Elementary once a week 

for an hour. 

Sarah Kluge is completing her 11th year teaching at BLC. She is originally from Berrien 

Springs and worked at BLC as a high school senior as part of the cooperative training 

program. Sarah completed her Bachelor and Masters degrees in 

special education at Western Michigan University. She travels when 

she can, enjoys do-it-yourself home projects, and loves spending 

time with her husband and 6 month old son, Maxwell. 

Jillian Harris has been a paraprofessional at BLC for 6 years. Original-

ly from Stevensville, Jillian complet-

ed her Bachelor of Arts degree in 

elementary education from West-

ern Michigan University. She helped 

students as a tutor and worked at a 

daycare prior to joining the Blos-

somland team. Jillian loves working 

with children.  She also enjoys trav-

eling and spending time with her 

husband, 12 year old step-daughter, 

3 year old daughter, and is looking 

forward to meeting her twin girls 

due in August. 

Denise Valentine 

(Foster Grandpar-

ent) has been the 

Foster Grandma in 

A4 for the last 2 years. She always has an encouraging greeting, a 

friendly smile, and thrives on working with our students and staff. 



South Bend Symphony Brings Classical Music with a Modern Sound  
On Friday, April 27, Blossomland was fortunate to have a return visit of the brass 
and woodwind quintet from the South Bend Symphony. Culture and class met 
humor and pop culture as the various artists individually explained how their 
instruments worked and gave a quick demonstration of each instrument’s 
sound.  

We were introduced to 
the clarinet, flute, French 
horn, oboe, and bassoon. 
The artists each explained 
their instruments in very 
fun, interesting terms. 
After each demonstration, the quintet played a short, familiar musical 
piece.  Among works enjoyed were “Eine Kleine NachtMusik,”“The March 
of Darth Vader” from Star Wars, “The Waltz of the Flowers” from the Nut-
cracker Ballet, Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue,” and The Simpsons theme 
song and Beethoven’s “Symphony #5.” 

We extend our thanks to the South Bend Symphony  for sharing their time and talents with us. The staff and students at Blossom-

land appreciate their efforts. 

Second Annual Job Olympics Cleans Up! 

On Friday, April 27, students from B2, B3, B4, Home Ec, and Shop classrooms participated in 
the second annual Job Olympics.  Over the course of the school year, students have been 
practicing a variety of job skills in the classroom, on Community Based Instruction and at 
home.  Some skills we have worked on over this school year have been wringing out a cloth, 
cleaning tables, counters, and chairs, washing windows, taking out the trash, loading and un-
loading a dishwasher, sweeping, vacuuming, making a bed, folding towels, cleaning a room, 
and unloading groceries.  

During the Olympics, we have four 
work stations that are folding swim 
towels, washing tables and chairs 
covered in shaving cream, sweep-
ing the floor covered in cereal, and 
washing windows covered in win-
dow crayon and markers.  We 
hope this fun event teaches stu-
dents the importance of good 
work habits and work can even be 
enjoyable!  


